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Curatorial Collective
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ORIGINAL OPEN CALL

Now that the curve has been flattened in the Global North, and
the lockdown is slowly being lifted, governments seem all too
eager to return to “business-as-usual”. We cannot help but feel
distressed at the prospect of going “back to normal” (at full
speed). Rather than fast-forwarding, we feel an urgency to pause,
and reflect on the very parameters of this “normality”.

The virus left a devastating trail of casualties. But it also momen-
tarily halted the machine of capitalism, and exposed the structur-
al global inequality and the overall unsustainability of the system
we live in. It offered a painful reminder of the manner in which
this system denies access to support to those already excluded
from it.

Why is there such a rush to restart this machine?

In this spirit, with no funding, acknowledging uncertainty as a
commonality, we call for allies in Berlin to pause with us, and
open up their private thinking to the public, in order to collec-
tively explore the undiscovered land of the post-pandemic. Could
this period be a chance to initiate vast and widespread cultural,
environmental, economic, social and democratic transformations
in systems and mindsets? This project is an attempt at collecting
the wide range of contemplations, gies and ions at play
right now, and gives space to critical and utopian thinking in
order to start rehearsing new normalities where things could work

differently.

In the rush of reactivating the public space after the lockdown, we
call out to you - our community, our friends and colleagues as well
as other critical minds in Berlin - to contribute to the re-occupa-
tion of the public sphere. Each of us will stage, project or frame a
moment in (semi-)public space. Put together, these moments will

make up a sequence of pauses.

For the duration of a long afternoon in Berlin-Kreuzberg, on Satur-
day July 4th from 12:00 until 22:00, we will all present public in-
terventions (within current regulations). These can be continuous
or momentary, using any possible medium. We welcome artists,
designers, architects, musicians, writers, performers, curators,
thinkers, educators or anyone else for participation. Activation
sites can be balconies, walls, windows, doors, gardens, streets,
parks and public spaces in general.

This initiative is based on an open invitation for contributions to a
decentralised collective and collaborative participatory event.

Yes, this is short notice, so unfinished, fragmented and experi-
mental contributions are welcomed - but there is a pressing ne-
cessity to go public quickly with voices that are currently unheard,
and use the post-lockdown momentum. There is no time - this is
why we have to pause.

José Délano, Lianne Mol & Yael Sherill
(15th of June, 2020)
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translation:
Jordan Lee Schnee

Day Figures / Ella Ponizovsky Bergelson

"“AND AGAIN THE COUNT:
A SECOND WEEK, A THIRD, A FOURT
H.
A BLOCK OF THIRTY SUNS?IA MONTH."

“Cross Section” is a poem by

: Deborah Vogel =
published in 1930 on the Yiddish AL 1942)

Poetry volume “Day Figures” .

seven blocks with two suns, are called a week. seven tim
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Patrick Thomas [
Mobile Agitprop Unit

THE INTERVENTIONS RELATE TO WHAT IS
HAPPENING RIGHT NOW, AND COME UP
WITH IDEAS AND APPROACHES TO WHAT
COULD HAPPEN IN THE FUTURE, WHEN
THIS PANDEMIC ACTUALLY ENDS. HOW
COULD WE CHANGE THE WAY WE ARE
LIVING? CRITICAL MOMENTS ARE OF
COURSE AT THE SAME TIME OP-

PORTUNITIES. SO WHY NOT GRAB

THAT OPPORTUNITY AND TRY TO

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.

*frk

THE LOCKDOWN WAS A TIME OF
PAUSE, A MOMENT NOT TO RUSH
BACK INTO PRODUCING, WHICH
WE ARE TRAINED TO DO. WHEN
WE DISCUSSED THAT IN QUR
TEAM, WE REALIZED THIS WAS
A GOOD POINT TO START FROM.
WE DO WANT TO MAKE SOME-
THING HAPPEN BUT WE WANT
TO PUT THE EMPHASIS ON THE
IDEA OF PAUSING BEFORE WE
GO BACK TO “NORMALITY". WE
FELT THESE VOICES WERE NOT
HEARD ENOUGH. WE WANT-
ED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE
MOMENT.

Initiator Yael Sherill about the concept of
“This is an Intervention!”

Initiator José Délano about the
concept of “This is an Interven-

tion!”
m]

Patrick Thomas /
Mobile Agitprop Unit

Quotes and excerpts from conversa-
tions that were held as part of the
discursive programme in collabo-
ration with Judith Wajsgrus from
Cashmere Radio. Find the full
podcast on www.cashmerera-
dio.com.

Marco Montiel-Soto /

Digging for a structure #43
(intervention 4)




WHAT IS THE CORE OF ART! AND WHAT IS PUBLIC
ABOUT PUBLIC ART? IT IS FOR THE PUBLIC, FOR
THE (OMMONS. AND ESPECIALLY IN THIS TIME,
IT IS A WAY TO OVERCOME ISOLATION. HOW CAN
WE BE TOGETHER WITHOUT PHYSICALLY BEING IN
ONE PLACE? OF COURSE, | AM ABSOLUTELY FOR
PAYING ARTISTS GOOD FEES, BUT SOMETIMES IT
IS NECESSARY TO GO ON ADVENTURES DRIVEN BY
SOLIDARITY, BY GENEROSITY, BY A NEED.

Curator Joanna Warsza about the concept of “Die Balkone™
(Prenzlauer Berg, April 2020)

“Our experience as a result of the pandemic is a privileged one.
While in Berlin we debate reopening clubs, others must debate
means of survival.” Jeaquin Brandan / We know that we had a
rather privileged quarantine. What are we going to do about it?
(intervention 15)

“During lockdown, as we were spending our time inside, what were
our escape windows? Where do we get a bit of fresh air? It can

be an actual window, but it can also be a metapharical window. |
was talking to my grandma, or listening to music that bro ught me
“outside”™. For *This is an Intervention!™ | was sketching pictures

of people’s physical or conceptual esca pe windows, giving the au-
dience a free souvenir of quarantine. The act of sketching requires
you to sitand look, and not be in a rush. The pause button is
pressed while sketching.” Pablo Cabrera Ferralis/ Escape win-
dows from Quarantine: Souvenirs 4 free (intervention 9)

© Susann Tielinski

Initiator José Délano in conversation with Marco Clausen
(Prinzessinnengérten)

J: When we lock into the question of what comes after the pan-
demic, nature, ecology and small-scale gardening could hopefully
play an important role. What role could that be? And are we ready
to give a more important role to nature?

M: We live in this kind of mental twist. It's not that we don’t know.
We know but we don't act on it. And everybody knows that. We
still think it's about gaining consciousness, knowledge, scientific
facts. But actually we all know about the climate.crisis, about bi-
odiversity loss. Politicians have been discussing these topics for
decades, yet nothing is happening. So now during the pandemic,
what we should be asking ourselves is: What started it, and what
can we do about it?

J: What role do you think an urban gardening project could have
for generating change?

M: Change is actually easy. We could do it by doing nothing.
Working less, consuming less, getting rid of cars. The pandemic
showed us how great it is if we have only 10% of car traffic. It isn't
so complicated, and nothing is really stopping us. It is nota crisis
of civilization, it is not a crisis of humankind. The crisis is that
very few people are benefitting a lot from things being like they
are, but most of us don’t.
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“THIS PROJECT FELT = misimmmnuim:
LIKE AN AMAZINGLY “"MAYBE THE CURRENCY
WELL-PAID JOB WAS TRUST AND

WITHOUT CURRENCY." UNDERSTANDING."
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www.thisisanintervention.info
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